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Crossing Borders
Illegal immigrants in your country are like uninvited guests in your house. Imagine coming home to find that somebody slept in your bed, ate your food or didn’t flush your toilet after using it. You try finding them and getting them out of your territory but it’s not easy. They hide, they move around – while you’re searching your kitchen they are in the living room, when you go to bathroom, they hide in a closet. You are by yourself and the house is big. You just can’t move fast enough to catch everybody. Even if you do, there’s always a chance that somebody will sneak in when you’re at work, school or just went for groceries. 
What do you do? You can’t just burn down the house; you’ll have to live in it. You can’t lock and barricade every door and window and seal all the cracks; you’ll need fresh air at some point. You can’t put electricity around the perimeter because then you won’t be able to invite people that you like over – people that make your days brighter and help you around the house and bring joy to the holidays you celebrate. You know that after all you can call an exterminator company and just poison everyone who is hiding in your house, but first of all it’s inhumane and second, not all of your guests are bad. Some clean after themselves and throw out trash, some bring food to your fridge and some even decorate your house. So how do you filter them out? How would you go about securing your house without barricading yourself from the world surrounding you?
“The infestation has begun, parasites are crossing our border… leaching off of our system, destroying us from the inside… no amnesty for parasites!” – says senator Jonathan McLaughlin, a character from Machete, an immigration issues dark parody directed by Robert Rodriguez and produced in 2010. The words are accompanied by video that’s comparing Mexicans crossing the border to cockroaches to amplify the situation so much that the problem seems comical in the end. Rodriguez did a good job of lightening up the problem by emphasizing our fears and showing what the ruthless methods can bring us to. So let’s not ignore advice from a clever man. Let’s look into the problem, find out what exactly is the problem with illegal immigrants and think what we should do about it. Together.
According to the data provided by the Department of Homeland Security in 2009, there are approximately 10.8 million of illegal immigrants in the U. S. The exact numbers of course cannot be counted due to the lack of cooperation from the illegal immigrants but the number is pretty close. The whole population of the United States is 312.6 millions (U. S. Census Bureau). Simple calculation shows that the amount of the illegals is around 3.5% of the whole nation. It may not seem like a very large number, but their influence is big.
Most of the illegal immigration comes from Mexico. According to DHS, 62% of illegal immigrants come from Mexico by crossing the border (Salamon 3), faking documents (Task Fraud Forces 1) or even digging underground tunnels (Agence France-Presse 1). By the way, the tunnel was made for smuggling drugs like marijuana across the border – some way to become a part of the American Dream.  The majority, however, are just trying to better their lives and find work in the U.S. because of the harsh conditions of South American countries and lack of jobs.
Manuel Herrera, former illegal immigrant: Most immigrants tend to go where they are comfortable, they go to America, but they hang out with the same people they used to, live the same lifestyle, they’re not making themselves better.

The frustrating part is that they are changing the country to fit them, not the other way around.
“A friend of mine, a fellow missionary, was killed by an illegal immigrant some three years ago, leaving his wife and a newborn baby to strive for life. It happened in Phoenix, Arizona. He was a cop on a route. Got hit by a car, died.” – remembers Casey Southhall, American citizen, member of LDS church.
It’s uncivilized behavior, especially for guests of the country, especially for guests who invited themselves without any knowledge of the hosts. 
On the other hand, the statement that most of the crimes are committed by illegal immigrants is very untrue. In some states, undocumented immigrants have a lower rate of incarceration than native-born Americans. El Paso, a city with a very large immigrant population, much of it undocumented, has one of the lowest crime rates in the country, despite the violence just over the border (Salamon 2). 
Besides criminal influence, illegal immigrants’ willingness to work for lower wages prevents Americans from getting jobs. It doesn’t influence the upper and middle class, of course, but for the school dropouts and for students who seek jobs at restaurants and gas stations, illegal workers pose a serious competition – they are not likely to complain about work conditions and are willing to work harder and longer for lower wages – they don’t have much choice (Salamon 3). Therefore the foundation of American society, the service industry, is being saturated by illegals.
Undocumented immigrants are a nuisance not only for citizens of the United States, but also for those who try coming to the country legally through a system of visas. Here are some facts that our group member Viktoriya, a student from Ukraine, shared with us.

Because of all the illegal immigration, the procedure of obtaining a visa became a real pain that takes about six months and requires a bunch of papers on top of the higher and higher fees. For example, getting an exchange student (J1) visa from Ukraine costs about a thousand dollars: $250 – consulate fee; $500 – the cost of obtaining all the required documents; $250 – fee for the agency that makes all the documents and sends them to the consulate. The average price varies for different countries but the approximate cost stays the same for Russia, Thailand and other countries that support the exchange student program. Tadjikistan, on the other hand, had to close their program due to a huge amount of students staying illegally. 

“They just like to make money and party to their hearts content away from parents” – complains Parviz Shamsiev, a student from Tadjikistan.
Irresponsible behavior that makes others suffer is a trait of illegal immigrants.  What we mean is that the ones who come here with nefarious intent, such as drug dealers and gang members, are making a bad name for those who are just here to support their families.   
“The biggest road accident I had was when I was hit by a truck. My Harley got dented and I had a concussion that cost a lot to treat. I had to pay the expenses myself, because the truck driver, a Latino guy, said in broken English “Insurance? No insurance!” and quickly drove away” says Alex Wilsher, an American citizen and student of Salt Lake Community College. 
The problem of illegal immigration is big and ugly. It’s been bugging America for decades now, but we have to remember that not all illegals are a nuisance. A lot of brilliant minds like Jose Antonio Vargas (a famous American journalist) and Rita M. Rodriguez (former director of Export-Import bank, first female to teach at Harvard Business School) came here in search of better possibilities.  A lot of hardworking and honest people were or still are without proper papers because of some bad luck or a set of circumstances.  The story of Manuel Hererra, now a citizen and a supervisor at Nelson Laboratories Inc. shows how a person can become an outlaw without their desire. 
I came to the United States illegally when I was 12 years old. My mother and father

came over a year earlier to work and raise money to bring me to the U.S. It was a 12 day journey from my home in Guatemala to the Mexican-U.S. border. During the bus ride I had to pretend that I was asleep sometimes when the Mexican police would inspect the passenger’s papers so I could be passed off as a Mexican child.
I was traveling with a lady who my mother had paid $1,000 to take me to the U.S. When I got to the border the lady took me to a hole in the border fence and pointed in a direction and told me to run across the highway until I saw a parked car that I was supposed to get into then it would take me to my parents in L.A.
 He made a joke about the “people crossing” signs they have on the highway in California for drivers so they don’t hit illegals crossing the highway in the middle of the night.
After I was reunited with my parents I began going to school in Los Angeles until I graduated high school. My father had been granted political asylum in the U.S. because there was a civil war going on in Guatemala. When the civil war was over my family’s political asylum was revoked and they were given one week to vacate the U.S.  Well, they didn’t and so I became illegal once again. I, however, had been dating a U.S. citizen and when I was told he only had one week to leave I and my girlfriend decided to get married so I could stay. Her grandfather paid the fee of $1500 for the paperwork to be processed and we got married five days later. I was then able to obtain a green card and later full citizenship. My parents went back to Guatemala for a year while the paperwork for them to get green cards was processed then returned and eventually became full citizens. My wife and I have been married for almost fifteen years now and have a nine year old daughter.


This testimonial shows that even though someone comes here illegally they still want to be Americans. They want to be free to find happiness and live good lives. We offer that here in America, but there are still those who choose a life of crime instead.
The biggest question remains: How do you filter out the unwanted guests without hurting those, who want to bring something good to your home? The United States’ government has gone through a series of measures for that. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is the agency responsible for preventing illegal immigrants from entering the country and for deportation those who managed to get into the U. S. unnoticed.

The Department of Homeland Security is responsible for:
• Managing the nation's borders and ports-of-entry
• Preventing the passage of individuals or goods from entering the United States unlawfully

• Working overseas to strengthen U.S. defenses against illegal smuggling and immigration.
Some of the programs that are included in the multi-layered defense strategy are:

· 24-Hour Rule: Under this requirement, manifest information must be provided to CBP

24 hours prior to the sea container being loaded onto the vessel in the foreign port.

· Use of Cutting-Edge Technology: CBP is currently utilizing large-scale X-ray,
Gamma ray and radiation detection devices to screen cargo. CBP also uses

biometrics to help verify the identities of most non-U.S. citizens arriving at U.S. ports

of entry, as well as to identify non-U.S. citizens they encounter attempting to enter the

country illegally (Securing US Borders and Ports). 
The American-Mexican border has a line of defense that should be mentioned separately. 
The border fence is actually a series of different types of barriers (“post-on-rail steel set in concrete with a mesh option”; “vehicle bollards”; “concrete jersey walls with steel mesh”; and many other variations). In some places, no fence is planned at all, partly under the assumption that geographical features like rivers and mountain ranges function as perfectly good impediments. The border between the U.S. and Mexico is 1,954 miles long; the border fence is designed to cover approximately 670 miles of it. Most of those gaps can be found in Texas: A mere 110 miles of fence will be spread across our 1,254-mile border. The lion’s share of the Texas fence can be found in the Rio Grande Valley, where it is expected to cover 70 miles of a 100-mile or so stretch, broken up into 21 segments that resemble a conga line of tiny worms who can’t get their act together. Since Texas already has a natural barrier—the Rio Grande—much of the fence is being built not along the border but well inland, angering many landowners (Salamon 3).

Department of Homeland Security is watching not only those who are trying to cross the border, but also those who are already in the country. Program 287 ensures that with the help of local law enforcement agencies undocumented immigrants are found out once they commit any kind of criminal offence. Police officers undergo special training that helps them finding out who they have in custody. Once an illegal alien is detected, he or she is to remain under supervision until the final removal. More than 1,240 officers have been trained and certified to conduct such operations already (Program 287).
Close attention is paid to fraudulent papers. “One of the ways U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) addresses the infrastructure of illegal immigration is by detecting and deterring fraud before it erodes the integrity of the immigration process. Established in April 2006, the Document and Benefit Fraud Task Forces (DBFTFs), led by ICE, detect, deter and disrupt document and benefit fraud. Investigators from a variety of agencies with expertise in different aspects of fraud collaborate with U.S. Attorneys Offices around the country to formulate a comprehensive approach to targeting criminal organizations and the beneficiaries behind these fraudulent schemes (Document and Benefit Fraud Task Forces).
Apart from that, the life for illegal immigrants is becoming more and more difficult by the day. Lack of social security limits their choice of jobs and the ability to rent apartments, pay bills, take loans etc. Even obtaining a state issued ID has become big trouble for illegals. For example, in Utah, anyone could get a driver’s licence as long as they had a passport, two letters with their name and a certificate from a driving school. Starting 2010 the DMV requires a proof of legal status, meaning that if you don’t have an American passport or a birth certificate, you have to show a visa or any other proof of status. On top of that, the new driver’s licenses are only valid until the expiration of visa. 
All of the programs mentioned above are working and working well, but they are consuming enormous amounts of money that come from taxpayers.  Program 287 alone has taken more than 180 million dollars in the period from 2006 to 2010 on its realization (Program 287). That’s only a small part of the money and forces thrown into a fight against the illegals. It is a fight that is not bringing any benefits to the country and seems to have no end. 
Our team tried to think of a way to help out the illegal aliens that really want to be an asset to America and a way that could help drive most of the criminal and unreliable elements out. 
Manuel Herrera: You have to adapt, but that’s not easy, coz not everybody can marry an American citizen. So what should be done, I think, is making them pay a higher percentage of taxes while their application is being processed. I would have been willing to do that. 

A solution that we believe will be possible given the situation we currently find ourselves in, is to let there be a way for immigrants that have arrived in the U.S. illegally achieve legal status.  The best way to do that is to make an application process for immigrants that want to become legal. Allow them to get on the grid and start paying taxes and fees that will pay for the paperwork processing that the government would need to do for this to happen.  The people we have spoken with have all said that they would have been willing to pay higher taxes for the opportunity to stay here legally.

The first step for getting legal papers should be a thorough background check for all the candidates for U. S. citizenship and a probation period of 4-5 years where anyone who wants to become a citizen has to pay increased tax rates, say 40% of their wages, and maintain a perfect criminal record. That would give a way for all the hardworking and responsible individuals to live in the country and also would help the economy and the police forces. All the people who thought of trying fake marriages, buying fraudulent papers or going to other extremes will have a legal alternative. 
There will, of course, be those bad eggs who don’t want to be found out because of illegal activities that they are involved in, but for the most part we know illegal immigrants want to not have to worry all the time about the possibility that they could get caught and deported at any moment.  They want this as much as the rest of the country.  We all hear people talking about how they are taking jobs and ruining this country, but that can all be resolved by giving them a way to give into the system.
“I would’ve paid the increased taxes. Heck, I would’ve paid even 60% for not having to worry about the DHS every living moment of my life,” says Ievgenia Panchenko, a former illegal immigrant, deported nine months ago. 
It is a normal procedure for developed countries to accept immigrants as long as they play by the rules and try to contribute; such examples are Canada, Australia and New Zealand. These countries are accepting arriving liens much more willingly than United States. One reason for that may be a lack of a long Mexican border, which is not the solid wall it’s described as by the politicians. Anyway, their experience could be taken as an example, because statistics say there’s definitely something wrong with the existing system.
“I wouldn’t mind immigrants that want to come to my country for a better living. If they are willing to play by the rules and contribute as much as everybody else does, then why not? After all America was started as a country of immigrants from all over the world,” says Casey Southhall, American citizen. 
The first step in our short-term plan of resolving the problem is in alerting citizens of the United States and local governments about the problem and its reasons. Many have heard about illegal immigration, but only few really understand what’s going on and how each and every one of us can help. If people become aware and support our idea of solution, than the government will have no choice but to take action. After all, this country is built on the principles of democracy. This paper will become an article and will be sent to every newspaper possible. We want to be heard and supported by the ones who care.
What would you do to keep your house clean and safe? Would you shut yourself off of the world? Would you apply extreme measures? Or would you be willing to give everybody a chance, till the first mistake happens? “Take the best out of other cultures, preserving the best in your own,” says an old Chinese proverb. So why not? As long as all the guests pay their fair share of rent, clean the house and treat you with respect you can always say: The more – the merrier!
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